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ACC-commissioned research attempting to determine whether counsellors,
or higher-qualified professionals such
as psychiatrists and psychologists,
were more effective at providing treatment to sexual abuse victims. Her
paper examined ACC’s records of the
8676 sensitive claimants using
counselling services during 2003 to
compare the number of visits they
made to their respective providers. It
was inconclusive.
Despite being unable to draw conclusions on which profession was more
effective, the research made the recommendation, apparently unsupported
by the data it assessed, that an initial
assessment of a mental injury according to a DSM-IV diagnosis should be
made by a psychiatrist or clinical psychologist at the outset of treatment –
the very requirement that caused such
consternation when it subsequently
appeared in ACC’s clinical pathway.
‘‘There are parallels between the
pathway and the 2005
research, and they’re
obvious ones,’’ MacDonald said. ‘‘The
strong emphasis for a
diagnosis of a mental
disorder caused by
sexual assault, and
the need for that to
be carried out at the
beginning of treatment by a psychiatrist or clinical
psychologist, is a
demand that’s not
stated in that way
anywhere in the
Massey guidelines.’’
He and Leslie see
a troubling correlation between the
GP’s
scepticism
toward the harm
Felicity Goodyear-Smith with her
caused by sexual
1993 book First Do No Harm.
abuse, and the higher
burden of proof of
mental injury according to the DSM-IV
required under the new clinical pathway.
Like others in the sexual abuse care
sector, they fear that Goodyear-Smith’s
research has fed into the pool of information that guides decision-making
around sensitive claims policy,
influencing the creation of higher
hurdles for victims, and a more
disbelieving regime around claims of
sexual abuse in general.
ACC denies any link. Asked by the
Sunday Star-Times last October about
the relation of Goodyear-Smith’s
research to the newly unveiled clinical
pathway, ACC responded in an email
that it had not commissioned her 2005
research, and eventually refused to
answer further questions. This was
untrue. ACC spokesman Laurie
Edwards said this month that the public relations staffer responsible had
made a mistake, but could not account
why.
Earlier this month, after communications staff were directed to evidence
that it had commissioned the paper,
claims management general manager
Denise Cosgrove admitted the corporation had funded the research, but
maintained it had played no part in the
development of the pathway.
Edwards stressed that GoodyearSmith’s research focused on treatment,
rather than assessment of sensitive
claims, although the controversial recommendation of a DSM-IV mental
injury diagnosis related to assessment.
But the pathway’s requirement for a
DSM-IV mental injury diagnosis prior
to treatment could not be directly
attributed to Goodyear-Smith’s recommendation, he said. ‘‘This is the line
I said you can’t draw.’’
The fact that it appeared in both
Goodyear-Smith’s paper and the clinical pathway, despite not being found in
the Massey guidelines, reflected the
fact it was ‘‘best practice’’, although on
what authority this was claimed he
was unable to clarify.
An ACC-commissioned 2003 review
of the sensitive claims process said the
corporation had adopted the DSM-IV

as a diagnostic tool to establish – as it
was required to under the 2001 Injury
Prevention, Rehabilitation and Compensation Act – whether a mental
injury had occured as a result of a sex
crime. But there is nothing in the act
that specifically mandates the DSM-IV
as the necessary diagnostic tool.
‘‘The DSM-IV is there almost by
default because no one can show us a
better way to do it,’’ said Edwards. He
described the requirement for a DSMIV mental injury diagnosis as having
been in place for years, just never
enforced.
Regardless of whether the introduction of a DSM-IV mental injury diagnosis as a hurdle to treatment was
influenced
by
Goodyear-Smith’s
research, many involved in sexual
abuse care are concerned at ACC
commissioning research in such a sensitive area from an academic with an
ideological standpoint potentially
coloured by a deep personal investment in the issue.
‘‘My concerns are this is somebody
who has been and continues to be in
some tricky conflicted positions professionally,’’ says MacDonald. ‘‘It’s
fairly difficult to have credibility as an
expert on sexual abuse and trauma if
you also appear as an expert witness
for the defence in court trials of
paedophiles. I think it’s naive to
suggest she can have it both ways.’’
Goodyear-Smith declined to be
interviewed for this story.
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OME OF the rancour between
Goodyear-Smith and DSAC can be
traced to the fact that, as she wrote in
First Do No Harm, she is viewed as
something of ‘‘a traitor to the cause’’.
She was initially a local pioneer in the
sexual assault field, setting up services
for rape victims in the early 1980s
when the issue of sexual violence was
first being seriously addressed. As a
police doctor, she acted for the Crown
in sexual abuse cases, helped establish
the country’s first sexual assault clinic,
wrote an examination guide and carried out forensic examinations of children at Starship hospital’s predecessor.
For this, among other work, she was
made an honorary life member of
DSAC when the organisation formed in
1988. Nine years later, the organisation
changed its constitution to rescind her
life membership.
According to her book, GoodyearSmith met John Potter through mutual
friends in 1986, a year after he had left
Centrepoint and started living away
from the community. Goodyear-Smith
writes that at this time she was ‘‘burnt
out’’ by her work in the sexual abuse
field. A year later she resigned from
the sexual assault roster, sold her practice, and travelled overseas. On their
return in early 1988, they moved into a
housetruck situated on Centrepoint
land in Albany on Auckland’s North Shore, on a
hill above the community’s main complex,
where she worked on
sexual abuse research. A
year later, she became
the community’s GP.
An article GoodyearSmith wrote for Centrepoint’s magazine in
1990 paints a picture of a GP whose
involvement with the community she
served went far beyond the regular
rules of engagement. ‘‘Centrepoint is
where I spend much of my nondoctoring time, and where so many of
my social contacts, friends and family
live,’’ she writes.
Goodyear-Smith has been at odds to
distance herself from the commune
retrospectively, telling a newspaper in
January that she never lived at Centrepoint but visited often, and writing
in her book that she and her husband
‘‘lived as an autonomous family, quite
separate from the community down the
hill’’.
What isn’t mentioned is that their
housetruck was parked next to Bert
Potter’s house, close enough for them
to draw electricity, and they regularly
used his laundry and bathroom facilities. Potter Sr had at this time removed
himself from Centrepoint’s main

Centrepoint
has become
the by-word
for child sex
abuse after
the early
1990s’
convictions of
its leader Bert
Potter.

communal dwellings, having fallen out
with members of his flock over his mismanagement of pooled funds lost in the
stockmarket crash the year before.
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URING
THE
period
that
Goodyear-Smith lived on the community’s land and served as its GP,
Centrepoint was awash in hard drugs.
Bert Potter had set up a significant
drug operation, producing and selling
LSD, MDMA and ketamine, and operating what investigating officers now
describe as the country’s first-known
methamphetamine lab. As well as
proving a lucrative source of revenue,
the drugs were a catalyst to psychic
exploration and sexual experimentation within the community, including
with children.
Centrepoint members would regularly go to Potter’s house to take
Ecstasy and LSD; ketamine was
routinely injected in the second bedroom. Potter would dispatch busloads
of Centrepoint members to gather
ergot, a fungus which grows on ryegrass and is used in the production of
LSD. A drug raid in September 1989
eventually netted 493 LSD tabs, 102
Ecstasy tablets, ketamine and syringes
in a cupboard in Potter’s kitchen, and
he was subsequently jailed.
‘‘Any responsible adult who was
there would have had to have been
deaf, blind and dumb not to know what
was going on in that community,’’ says
Superintendent Ray van Beynen, who
at the time headed the Centrepoint
drug inquiry.
Around the same time, with Potter’s
hold over the community on the wane,
a group of former Centrepoint girls,
now grown up and living outside the
community, began to organise to take
action against their abusers. GoodyearSmith writes she attempted to arrange

‘It’s fairly difficult to have credibility as
an expert on sexual abuse and trauma if
you also appear for an expert witness for
the defence in court trials of paedophiles.’
– Kyle Macdonald
meetings to facilitate a healing dialogue, but her attempts ‘‘were met with
hostility’’. Leslie says this was because
of the perception among the girls that
Goodyear-Smith’s loyalties lay with
her father-in-law. At one meeting the
GP had organised for the community’s
mothers and daughters, the girls said
everything was fine.
Leslie recalls the moment she first
felt Goodyear-Smith may have had an
agenda was in 1990, when, in the face of
the impending scandal, Potter had
asked his daughter-in-law to marshal
medical evidence that what the complainants had experienced was not
harmful. Leslie recalls sitting in
Goodyear-Smith’s housetruck, poring
over the medical research. It appeared
to Leslie that ‘‘she would flick past anything that showed any kind of analysis
of difficulties for children. I felt she was
only looking for things to justify Bert’s
position.’’
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COMPARISON OF GoodyearSmith’s First Do No Harm (1993)
and Potter’s Living and Loving (1994)
reveals strong parallels in their attitudes towards the community’s sex
abuse scandal, and issues of sexual
abuse and counselling (see sidebar on
Focus, C2).
Goodyear-Smith criticises the
counsellors who had access to the complainants, implying their ideological
slant meant the ‘‘potential damage
from adult-child sexual contact was
emphasised, no matter if [the complainants] thought they were fully consenting and enjoyed it at the time’’. To
Leslie, Goodyear-Smith’s writing does
the opposite, significantly downplaying
the potential damage of those
encounters.
Although Goodyear-Smith writes
that ‘‘it was unhealthy and inappropriate for young people to explore their
sexuality in this way’’, like Potter, she
generally characterises the child-adult
sexual activity at Centrepoint as consensual exploration initiated by the
child. This is reflected in some of the
accounts presented in ‘‘A Different
Kind of Family’’, the Massey University
research based on interviews with former Centrepoint children. Some
insisted their childhood sexual
experiences had been healthy, and
echoed Potter’s views that Centrepoint
had been ‘‘a wonderful place to grow
up’’. ‘‘[I]nitiation of sexual contact with
children by adults was never condoned,’’ Goodyear-Smith wrote in her
book.
But the characterisation of the
child-adult sexual contact at Centrepoint as consensual and childinitiated misrepresents what many former residents now say took place.
About a third of those interviewed by
the Massey researchers said they were
sexually abused. Some spoke ‘‘of men
who came regularly into the babies’
nappy changing area to play sexually
with the infants’’. One interviewee
recalled Potter Sr saying it was acceptable to sexualise children as long as
they didn’t say no, and demonstrating
a technique to stimulate a child.
Some former residents disclosed
that their parents had sexually abused
children prior to moving to the community. Researcher Dr Kerry Gibson
said, ‘‘It sounds like it became known
as a place where you might have
access to children.’’
Says the father of one of Potter’s
victims: ‘‘There were serious hardcore
paedophiles there, guys who sought
out sex with children.’’ The man’s
daughter was first abused by Potter
aged two, and it continued for seven
years. He says he finds it hard to
understand how Goodyear-Smith
emerged from the Centrepoint experience with a conviction that false sexual
abuse allegations abound, when the
abuse that took place in the Albany
commune was real, entrenched, and
persisted for years.
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ODAY, POTTER lives in a ramshackle $18-a-week pensioner’s flat
north
of
Auckland
amidst
a
paedophile’s solitude, a portrait of himself on the wall smiling beatifically.

The 85-year-old has the long, matted
white beard of a swami. He does not
resile from anything he brought about
with Centrepoint, telling the StarTimes in May that the former child
residents who claimed abuse were only
imagining their trauma. ‘‘A lot of
things that [the former residents] are
quoting as damaging are because
they’ve been told that they’re damaging.’’ He would love to get the community up and running again.
But following Centrepoint’s acrimonious disintegration, he has little
contact with anyone from the community, save for his son and GoodyearSmith. He regards his daughter-in-law
as ‘‘probably the one researcher in NZ
who is capable of doing sexual
research’’. His only other contact is
regular phone calls from Dave Mendelssohn, the slow-talking former deputy
who is still deeply connected to his
spiritual teacher.
Mendelssohn was one of Centrepoint’s worst sex offenders – like his
guru, an unabashed paedophile who
feels no guilt for his actions because he
believes he did nothing wrong.
He served three years in prison for
his sexual offending and, on his
release, returned to live at Centrepoint
with three of his young children. When

Child Youth and Family began
investigating their welfare in 1999, he
boarded a plane for Australia with his
family, managing to avoid questions
about his convictions because he had
changed his name.
Like many former Centrepointers,
he now lives in a new, if smaller ‘‘intentional community’’ cohabiting with five
other former residents of the Albany
commune, plus his children, on a
macadamia hobby farm in rural Australia. Child Youth and Family, unhappy
he had fled their inquiry, tipped off
Australian child protection authorities,
but after visiting the farm they took no
further action.
Mendelssohn calls Potter weekly
and would like nothing more than to fly
his spiritual leader over to live out his
last days with them. Potter’s
convictions make this an impossibility
and Mendelssohn’s – now known to
Australian authorities – preclude him
from ever returning to him in New Zealand. Earlier this year, he came probably as close as he ever will to reuniting with his guru, when GoodyearSmith paid him a visit at their neoCentrepoint in the northern rivers of
New South Wales.
Potter, once all-powerful, no longer
looms large in the minds of the children who grew up as his own, their
parents’ claim on them surrendered to
the spiritual authority of the former
vacuum cleaner salesman. Said Gibson
of her interviewees: ‘‘He didn’t figure
in their thoughts.’’
What did haunt many of the former
children of Centrepoint, and what
made it difficult for them to move on in
life, was an abiding sense of injustice.
Very few of those abused had contact
with the police, let alone saw the
crimes against them recorded and the
offenders punished in court, Gibson
said. Some of the adults who were
around at the time, and were aware of
the widespread abuse, have gone on to
professional success without ever
suffering consequences for neglecting
their duty of care to the children of the
commune.
‘‘They just don’t get how the adults
could not have stopped this, how they
could not get it,’’ she said. ‘‘There’s a
strong sense justice has not been
done.’’

TIMELINE
1925: Herbert ‘‘Bert’’ Potter born in Christchurch.
1977: The deed founding the Centrepoint Community Growth Trust is signed,
signalling plans to establish an ‘‘intentional community’’ offering personal growth
through open communication. The group is an outgrowth of Potter’s Shoreline
Trust, run out of the former vacuum cleaner salesman’s Auckland home, which
offered therapeutic ‘‘encounter groups’’ based on a model popularised in California
in the 1960s.
1978: The group moves on to a 30-acre property on Auckland’s North Shore. Work
begins on the communal longhouses which will eventually house 300 people, who
are required to sign over their possessions. Potter reigns as spiritual leader, his
disciples living according to his rule of openness around emotions and bodily
functions, which included sharing toilets, showers, and sleeping quarters. Open sex
expression is encouraged, including with children, and many children are abused.
Massey University researchers say there is evidence some paedophiles were drawn
to the community because of the access it afforded to children.
Early-mid 1980s: A local detective begins looking into allegations of child sex
abuse at the community but, he tells the Star-Times, had his investigation stymied
by a superior officer who was subsequently convicted of unrelated child sex abuse.
Former residents say his inquiries bring an end to the era of open paedophilia but
push it underground.
1986: Bert Potter’s son John meets Felicity Goodyear-Smith, a GP with a
background in sexual abuse care.
1988: They move on to Centrepoint land, living in a housetruck next to Bert Potter’s
house.
1989: Goodyear-Smith becomes Centrepoint’s GP, providing primary medical care
to the community in which she spends ‘‘much of [her]non-doctoring time’’. Potter
Sr is running a major drug production operation, which sees the community awash
with LSD, MDMA and ketamine.
1990: Potter Sr convicted and sentenced to three-and-a-half years on drug charges.
1992-3: Potter Sr convicted to seven-and-a-half years for indecent assaults on five
children. Five other men, including John Potter and Dave Mendelssohn, are
convicted on charges of indecently assaulting minors, sexually assaulting minors
and attempted rape of a minor. Bert Potter’s wife Margaret, and Mendelssohn’s
former wife Susanne Brighouse also face sex charges but are not convicted.
2000: The community is disbanded.
2005: Goodyear-Smith and two other researchers publish ACC-commissioned
research into sexual abuse counselling, which includes a recommendation that
psychiatrists or clinical psychologists assess clients according to DSM-IV mental
injury criteria at the beginning of treatment.
2009: A similar requirement appears as a precondition to claim acceptance in
ACC’s ‘‘clinical pathway’’ for victims of sexual violence, despite not appearing in the
‘‘best practice’’ Massey guidelines released the previous year, which were cited as
having guided the formulation of the pathway.
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